Regional Distribution of Overseas Holiday Bednights – An Update No.2 for ITIC
Overseas holiday visitors spent a total of 23.44 million bednights in Ireland in 2005. This compares with 22.85 million in 1999, representing an increase of 2.6%, or up less than 1% (0.8) on 23.25m in 2000.

Since 2000, the number of nights spent in Dublin increased by 39% to reach almost 7.5 million bednights, while bednights spent in the rest of the country declined by 11% to almost 16 million.

Fig 1: Overseas Holiday Nights by Region (000s)
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Fig 2: Regional Performance 1999 – 2005 
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In 2005, almost one in every three nights of overseas holiday visitors was spent in Dublin, compared to one in five back in 1999, and almost one in four in 2000. Dublin attracted 7.5 million holiday bednights. Between 2000 and 2005 all other regions lost market share.
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Fig 3: Regional Share of Overseas Holiday Bednights 1999. 2000 & 2005
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Between 1999 and 2005 Shannon and North West regions suffered the sharpest fall-off in bednights spent by holidaymakers, declining by 28% and 24% respectively. The South West, formerly the most popular region, catered to 10% less holiday bednights in 2005 than in 1999, while bednights spent in the West, the next most popular region, fell by 9%.

When 2005 is compared to 2000, the North West still shows the sharpest drop, down 26%, while South East is down17% (from 2000 spike in bednights).  Shannon and Midlands East are down 11%, as the sharpest decline in bednights in the Shannon region occurred between 1999 and 2000.  The fall-off in bednights in the West and South  West was 8% and 5% respectively.

Fig 4: Overseas Holiday Bednights 2005 vs 1999 & 2000 (000s)

	
	1999
	2000
	2005
	% Change
	% Change

	
	(000s)
	(000s)
	(000s)
	2005/1999
	2005/2000

	Dublin
	4,474
	5,373
	7,456
	+66.7%
	+38.8%

	Midlands East
	1,587
	1,534
	1,362
	-14.2%
	-11.2%

	South East
	1,665
	2,172
	1,810
	+8.7%
	-16.7%

	South West
	5,961
	5,620
	5,351
	-10.2%
	-4.8%

	West
	4,055
	4,017
	3,705
	-8.6%
	-7.8%

	Shannon
	3,328
	2,700
	2,395
	-28.0%
	-11.3%

	North West
	1,784
	1,829
	1,358
	-23.9%
	-25.8%

	Total
	22,854
	23,245
	23,437
	+2.6%
	NC


Dublin is now by far the most popular region for overseas holiday visitors.

Fig 5: Overseas Holiday Bednights (000s) 1999, 2000 & 2005


[image: image3.wmf]0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

DUB

ME

SE

SW

SHN

W

NW

1999

2000

2005


While the country as a whole has only gained a very slight increase in bednights, the contrast between the east and west of the country is stark. 

Fig 6: Changes in Distribution of Holiday Bednights  2005 vs 1999 & 2000

	
	
	
	
	% Change

	
	1999
	2000
	2005
	 2005v1999
	2005 v 2000

	East*
	7,726
	9,079
	10,628
	+37.6%
	+17.1%

	West
	15,128
	14,166
	12,809
	-15.3%
	-9.6%

	Total
	22,854
	23,245
	23,437
	+2.6%
	+.8%


*East = Dublin, Midlands East and South East

In 2005, compared to 1999, the decrease in bednights from Britain is quite substantial at over 10%, a loss of over 1 million bednights, while bednights from North American holiday visitors increased marginally (+5%). The largest volume increase in bednights came from Europe with 7.9 million in 2005, compared with 6.6 million in 1999, an 18.5% increase.

2005 compared to 2000 shows a 10% decline in British holiday bednights; a 16% increase in European and no change in North American bednights.

Fig 7: Holiday Bednights in Ireland x Source Markets  2005 vs. 1999 & 2000

	
	
	
	
	% Change

	
	1999
	2000
	2005
	 2005v1999
	2005 v 2000

	Britain
	10,274
	10,071
	9,066
	-11.8%
	-10.0%

	Europe
	6,654
	6,821
	7,883
	+18.5%
	+15.6%

	N. America
	4,913
	5,144
	5,138
	+4.6%
	-0.1%

	Other Areas
	1,013
	1,209
	1,352
	+33.5%
	+11.8%

	Total
	22,854
	23,245
	23,439
	+2.6%
	+0.8%
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		SW		5961		5620		5092		5729		5846		5402		5351

		SHN		3328		2700		2396		2291		2152		2356		2395

		W		4055		4017		3667		3234		3271		3526		3705

		NW		1784		1829		1272		1158		1415		1347		1358

		Total		22854		23245		21916		22414		22894		23405		23437

		Hol Bednights Oseas		1999		1999-2000		1999-2001		1999-2002		1999-2003		1999-2004		1999-2005		Cumulative
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		SHN		0		628		932		1037		1176		972		933		5678		-5678

		W		0		38		388		821		784		529		350		2910		-2910

		NW		0		-45		512		626		369		437		426		2325		-2325

		Total		0		-391		938		440		-40		-551		-583		-187		187

		Hol Bednights Oseas		1999		2005		% Change		Cumulative Change

		Dublin		4474		7456		66.7%		12709

		Midlands East		1587		1362		-14.2%		-375

		South East		1665		1810		8.7%		1492

		South West		5961		5351		-10.2%		-2726

		Shannon		3328		2395		-28.0%		-5678

		West		4055		3705		-8.6%		-2910

		North West		1784		1358		-23.9%		-2325

		Total		22854		23437		2.6%		187
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		East		7726		10628		37.56%

		West		15128		12809		-15.33%

		Total		24853		25442		2.37%

		Holiday Bednights in Ireland x Source Markets 1999 v 2005

				1999		2005		% Change

		Britain		10274		9066		-11.76%

		Europe		6654		7883		18.47%

		N. America		4913		5138		4.58%

		Other Areas		1013		1352		33.46%

		Total		22854		23439		2.56%
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